
April J. Boyle
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, Md 20852

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I am writing in regard to the following docket numbers: 98N- 1230; 96P-0418; and 97P-O197.
I am asking the FDA to consider the harm done by condoning the forced molting of laying hens.
I have raised laying hens for over 40 years and am very much aware of the stress of molting.
Scientific research has demonstrated that the practice of starving hens to force mo!ting weakens
their immune systems, thereby allowing opportunistic diseases to gain a foothold, Forced
molting has been shown to be a primary cause of infectious diseases in hens, eggs, and the
consumers of eggs. The actions of putting bacteria warning labels on egg cartons and regulating
egg refrigeration temperatures are insufficient in halting the spread of disease.

Since the FDA has jurisdiction in banning farming practices that damage human health, I
strongly urge you to prohibit the cruelty of starvation, of forced molting. The cruelty and the
contamination are linked.

Thank you very much for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,
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